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If you happen to have some spa
change and also are as rich as Bill Gat
you could buy the new 27 million dolla
microscope that has been installed
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

It i s t he wor | d
microscope with a resolution of half a
angstrom and can image and identi
individual atoms.

Drs. U. Dahimn and P. Dene

pointed out that the room housing the

microscope will be sealed off with no ai
flow, no noise, slanting walls to reduc
acoustic noise and held at a constg
temperature. It rests on a seventy t
concrete block that rides on air cushions
reduce interference from ground vibratio
A second such microscope with som
additional improvements is in the works.

(Based on Betsy

the San Jose Mercury News, January 13

2008.)

Dues for 2008

If you are a Life
member, no dues are due.
If you are a student who
completed the microscopy
course in the Spring 2007
(Dr. Baysdorfer
dues are due for 2008.

SFMS Membership dues
for 2008 are $12.00 or $144.00
for Life membership.
SFMS Treasurer
20 Drake Lane,
Oakland, CA 94611 -2613

Thank you to those who have rejoined!

Send dues to:

;

ELECTION NEWS

es, Neither Democrats nor Republicans

at Wi n Presidentdés OFffF
0s mo st power f ul )

X Much to the dismay of the members of the society, the
y office of the President of the society remains vacant. Since our

past president, Ray Wong, asked to be relieved of the duties of the
* presidency, and no candidate could be found to take on the few
- duties that are prescribed for that office, the post remains vacant.
- Any member who would like to manage this organization and
ntsharpen his or her skills, may apply to the board for temporary
Nappointment until an election can be held. If more than one person
Oshould apply, each person will be given some time to acquaint
o themselves with the office before the runoff election.

Fortunately, we can operate without a president for a
Manked ifne. At the 9dsf bolard meeting, the board adopted a
resolution that places the presidency in the hands of a board
member for a four month stint giving that board member double
duty, but not two votes. After four months the presidency moves
to another board member. Bill Hill, who is vice president and
Program Chair, volunteered to take on the extra task and we are all
thankful to him for doing so.

Raymond Wong now becomes the immediate past president
who also sits on the board but does not have a vote. As a result of
the action of the board, the immediate past president may cast a
vote to break a tie, a common function in the bylaws of many
organizations. The board also approved the reduction of the
)nuabkeracf oardNembers to four with the two positions of
secretaries becoming combined. This is an action that is permitted
by the constitution. The four positions were filled by the vote taken
on January 15, 2008 at the general meeting held at The Randall
Museum: President (vacant); Vice President, Bill Hill; Treasurer,
Henry Schott; Secretary, Linda Wraxall.

The meeting had two presentations. Peter Barnett gave a

(Continued on pagg)




(Continued from pagg) Microstar. This pamphlet shows the assembly and
PowerPoint presentation of the history of the Slconstruction of the microscope and instructions on
Microscopical Society stressing that the Society he cleaning. Exploded views and parts lists provide a
had its ups and downs. It included a picture c complete view of the internal arrangement of parts
some members in the early or mid seventies whe for this microscope. The information was gleaned
several individuals were identified including our from the web site that has all the information about
stalwart Helmut Will who gave us the seconc American Optical microscopes is:

presentation, a progress report on setting up th pep:/mww.xmission.com/~psneeley/PersonalMicroscope. htm.

powerful and highly multifaceted Zeiss microscope An : : :
. i . other resource that might help is the yahoo Mi-
described as the Ultraphot lllb. This microscop Croscope group:

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/Microscope/

Michelle is also our webmaster maintaining
our web sitewww.sfmicrosoc.org She is open to
suggestions and can be reached at
mcaisse@sonic.net. Thanks, Michelle, for all the
good work you are doing for the Society.

(Lrrcceeereee Jmmmmn

Programs, Meetings, and Field Trips

March 11, 2008 Tuesday, at the Randall Museum
in San Francisco, at 7:30 PM

Subject:Diatoms, Recognition and Sources
Presenter: Ray Wong and Sara Blauman (?)

7KH 6)06:-V 8OWUDSKRW ,,,

March 15, 2008 Saturday, SFMS Board Meeting

. . . at 20 Drake Lane, Oakland. Lunch at 12:00 and
will be available to members, by appointment meeting at 1:00 to 3:00 PM. Lunch by reservation
Monday through Thursday, made with Pete ., b5y (ycK, (I need to know what you will

Barnett Wh.o hgs kindly prc_)vided space in hi_s bring.) All members are welcome to attend both
laboratory in Richmond. Since the use of th"lunch and board meeting

instrument will require some training, we are now

seek_inq the NAMES of thoseho would like to May 3-4 2008 SaturdaySunday Healdsburg Field
receive this training. Please contact Henry Schol Trip: Combination Field Biology Microscopy

(_hschott@_aol.com or 51&.39960.9). it you WOUld and Star Party. Camp out at Langridg8ahud
like to be informed of the first training session. pasture or arrange for motel. Microscopes and tele-

d 6 000® o scopes will be available or bring our own. Bring
binoculars or spotting scopes if you have them.
American Optical Series 10 Microstar (This program is tentative at this time.)

(Advanced Laboratory Microscope)
: : : May 1, 2008 Thursday, Joint dinner meeting with
Besides the Zeiss Ultraphot, the Societ R ;
P Y CAC, (CA Assoc. of Criminalists), Location and

owns several other microscopes. These micro- : . :
scopes are usually available at the meetings held agmes TBA. Dinner cost about $25. Spealgian
. Ford, renowned scientist, see

the Randall Museum where the microscopes are X . .

stored. Some microscopes are also available to beV WW- br i anjford. com. bjford
checked out by members for a limited length of Call Treasurer).

time. The treasurer will arrange with you for their

loan. Through the good offices of Michelle Caisse, (Continued on pag8)
we now have two copies of the 35 page guide to the
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